
 

CITY OF PACIFIC GROVE 
300 Forest Avenue, Pacific Grove, California 93950 

AGENDA REPORT 

TO: Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council 

FROM: Jocelyn Francis, Police Administrative Services Manager  

MEETING DATE: July 19, 2017 

SUBJECT: 

An Ordinance Amending PGMC §16.40.045 and §18.36.040 

regarding Overnight Parking of Recreational Vehicles, Trailers, 

and Oversize Vehicles 

CEQA: 
Category 5 Exemption under the California Environmental 

Quality Act (CEQA) §15305. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
Introduce and hold the first reading of an ordinance that adopts amendments to Pacific Grove 

Municipal Code §16.40 and §18.36 related to the Overnight Parking of Recreational Vehicles, 

Trailers, and Oversize Vehicles. Direct publication of the ordinance be satisfied by publication of 

a summary approved by the City Attorney and recommend a Notice of Exemption be filed by 

City Staff.   

 

BACKGROUND 

Currently, the Pacific Grove Municipal Code has limited overnight parking regulations and tools 

to respond to community member complaints. Some of the regulations include limiting parking 

for all vehicles to 72 hours, limiting trailer parking to 48 hours, prohibiting commercial vehicles 

in residential areas between 2:00 AM to 4:00 AM and prohibiting parking from midnight to 5:00 

AM along parts of Ocean View Boulevard and Sunset Drive. 

 

In 2011, Staff worked on parking regulation amendments for the overnight parking of Trailers. 

No changes were adopted at that time. 

 

In the 2013 Police Services Survey, there were several comments from community members 

regarding the storing and parking of recreational vehicles, trailers, and oversize vehicles. 

Community member concerns included excess trailers, boats, and cars decreasing visibility for 

vehicles and pedestrians in crosswalks, blight and nuisance concerns, RVs camped out along 

Sunset and Ocean View and overnight storage of large vehicles in neighborhoods. 

 

In 2016, with direction from the City Manager, discussions started again in how to best address 

such community concerns, as well as neighboring coastal cities modifying their parking 

ordinances to address the same.  

 

From June 1, 2016 to May 31, 2017 a total of 90 recreational vehicles and trailers were marked 

by Vehicle Abatement for enforcement of the 72- and 48-hour parking regulations, out of a total 
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of 190* for general Abandoned Vehicle reports via Dispatch. From those markings, 

approximately 55 parking citations were issued to recreational vehicles and trailers, out of a total 

of 85* for all vehicles. These calls and reports are complaint generated. 

 

DISCUSSION 
The City regularly receives complaints (via Dispatch, e-mail or call to other City Staff members 

and Council) from the community regarding the parking and storing of recreational vehicles, 

trailers, and Oversize vehicles on public streets, and right of ways, including neighborhoods, 

near schools, along the coast and public parks. Many roadways in Pacific Grove are narrow with 

limited off-street parking and are not conducive to the parking of Oversize vehicles. In addition, 

large vehicles can cause safety hazards by limiting the visibility of other drivers, pedestrians, and 

cyclists on the roadway. 

 

The current enforcement tools are not sufficient in addressing most complaints received from the 

community. When enforcement is attempted on the stored vehicle, owners simply move the 

oversize vehicle from one street to the other. The Pacific Grove Police Department completed an 

informal count in May and estimates approximately 30 recreational vehicles, trailers, and 

oversize vehicles are stored overnight on public property and streets, which fluctuates with the 

seasons.  

 

Many coastal California cities modified municipal codes to address parking and storage of 

Oversize vehicles on public streets including Seaside, Marina, San Diego, Santa Barbara and San 

Rafael. Marina and San Diego prohibit RV parking on every public street, whereas Santa 

Barbara prohibits RV parking in specific areas. Seaside prohibits Oversize and commercial 

vehicles parking on every public street, as does San Rafael, each with different exceptions. San 

Rafael and San Diego require permits for listed exceptions, others do not. 

 

In addition, California Vehicle Code 22507 authorizes local authorities, by ordinance or 

resolution, to prohibit or restrict the stopping, parking, or standing of vehicles, on certain streets 

or highways, or portions thereof, during all or certain hours of the day. 

 

Therefore, to mitigate safety hazards and community concerns, the recommendation to Council 

is to prohibit parking of recreational vehicles, trailers and oversize (over 22 feet in length or 

taller than 9 feet), during night time hours (10:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m.). Parking citations will be 

issued for vehicle violations, with the option of removing vehicles from the street after the third 

citation is issued. In addition, the proposed code amendment lists exceptions for residents, 

emergencies, deliveries and moving. Finally, the Police Chief would have the authority to issue 

temporary permits, as outlined in Exhibit A. 

 

On May 9, 2017 and June 13, 2017 the ordinance revisions were presented to the Traffic Safety 

Commission for discussion and input. On July 11, 2017 the Traffic Safety Commission approved 

to support the proposed ordinance 5-1 and recommend presenting to City Council. 

 

If approved by City Council, Staff will work on developing proper signage and implementing a 

public outreach campaign that will include gathering information on local storage facilities, as 
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well as information sharing on the City website, social media and news releases before 

enforcement commences.  

 

FISCAL IMPACT 

If approved, there will be costs associated with the public outreach campaign, implementing an 

enforcement program, and installing new signage. These costs may be absorbed in the General 

Fund Operating Budget.  

 

GOAL ALIGNMENT 

This recommendation aligns with Goal 2: Infrastructure and Strategy: Address Safety Concerns.  

 

ATTACHMENT 

1. Ordinance  

 

 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED: REVIEWED BY: 

 

  
_____________________________ _____________________________  

Jocelyn Francis Ben Harvey 

Administrative Services Manager City Manager 

 

 

*Totals include passenger vehicles, trailers, and recreational vehicles.    
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ORDINANCE NO. 17- 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PACIFIC GROVE  

AMENDING §16.40.045 AND §18.36.040  

OF THE PACIFIC GROVE MUNICIPAL CODE REGARDING TO THE  

OVERNIGHT PARKING OF RECREATIONAL VEHICLES, TRAILERS, AND 

OVERSIZE VEHICLES 

 

FINDINGS 

 

1. The City Council of the City of Pacific Grove (City) regulates parking within City limits 

and finds that the parking of Recreational vehicles, Trailers and Oversize vehicles on 

public streets can, unless controlled, provide neighborhood blight and deterioration, 

impair visibility, constitute a nuisance, and be injurious to the health, safety, and general 

welfare.  

 

2. City staff conducted a comprehensive review of the City’s Municipal Code provisions, 

and determined that revisions are necessary to clarify overnight parking, to consolidate 

related municipal code chapter sections and address community member concerns. 

 

3. The ordinance amends §16.40.045 of the Municipal Code to prohibit overnight parking of 

Recreational Vehicles, Trailers, and Oversize Vehicles between the hours of 10:00 p.m. 

and 5:00 a.m. and amends §18.36.040 of the Municipal Code. 

 

4. In the enactment of this ordinance, the City followed the guidelines adopted by the State 

of California and published in the California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 

15000, et seq. and the enactment of this Ordinance qualifies for a Category 5 exemption 

under California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines §15305. 

 

IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PACIFIC 

GROVE: 

 

SECTION 1.  The foregoing recitals are adopted as findings of the City Council as 

though set forth fully herein. 

 

SECTION 2. The text set forth in existing Chapter §16.40 of the Pacific Grove Municipal 

Code entitled, “Stopping, Standing and Parking shall be amended by the addition of all text 

shown in bold, italic, underscored text (bold, italic, underscored text), deletion by strikethrough 

as follows: 
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Chapter 16.40 

STOPPING, STANDING AND PARKING 

 

16.40.045 Trailers and semitrailers. 

 

 (a) No person shall park any trailer or semitrailer upon any street, alley, public way or public 

place unless the trailer or semitrailer is at all times while so parked attached to a vehicle capable 

of moving the trailer or semitrailer in a normal manner upon the street, alley, public way or 

public place. 

 

(b) This section shall not apply to trailers or semitrailers parked for less than a consecutive 

period of 48 hours, nor shall it apply to any trailer or semitrailer which is disabled in such a 

manner and to such an extent that it is impossible to avoid stopping and temporarily leaving the 

disabled trailer or semitrailer on that portion of the street, alley, public way or public place 

ordinarily used for public parking. 

 

16.40.045 Parking of Certain Vehicles Prohibited. 

 

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to park any Recreational vehicle, 

Trailer, or Oversize vehicle on any public street, highway, roadway, alley, parking lot, or other 

public place between the hours of 10:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m.  

 

(a) Statement of Purpose: The purpose of this section is to establish overnight parking 

regulations of Recreational vehicles, Trailers, and Oversize vehicles on public streets to 

address concerns related to neighborhood blight and deterioration, impaired visibility, public 

nuisance, and health, safety, and general welfare. 

 

(b) Definitions: For the purposes of this section, the following words and phrases shall have 

the following meanings: 

(1) “Recreational vehicle” shall be defined pursuant to California Health and Safety 

Code Section 18010, as may be amended. 

(2) ”Trailer” shall be defined pursuant to California Vehicle Code Section 630, as may 

be amended. 

(3) “Oversize vehicle” shall be defined as any vehicle in excess of twenty-two feet in 

length or nine feet in height. 

 

(c) Method of Measurement: For the purposes of this section, measurements shall be made as 

follows: 

(1) Length shall be measured from the front to the rear of the body of the vehicle, 

excluding bumpers, tail lights, racks, and other similar appendages. 

 

(2) Height shall be measured from the ground to the highest point of the body, 

excluding racks, antennas, air conditioning units, detachable storage compartments, 

and similar appendages. 

 

(d) Exceptions: For the purposes of this section, the following exceptions shall apply: 

Agenda No. 11A, Attachment 1
Page 2 of 4



(1) A permit issued by the chief of police or designee to allow a Recreational vehicle, 

Trailer, or Oversize vehicle of a resident who resides on the public street where the 

vehicle is parked, shall be limited to a maximum of twenty-four hours in a seven-day 

period. 

 

(2) Emergency vehicles, utility company vehicles, and Commercial vehicles, while in 

the process of providing emergency services or repairs, shall be exempt from the 

provisions of this section. 

 

(3) Oversize vehicles parked on a public street or public parking lot while actively 

engaged in loading or unloading of goods, wares, or merchandise from or to any 

building or structure, unless in a business district defined in Chapter 16.40.540 PGMC. 

 

(4) An Oversize vehicle and/or Trailer, within a residential zone, shall be limited to a 

maximum of twenty-four hours in a seven-day period for the purpose of actively 

loading and unloading by the property owner or occupant of a dwelling or apartment. 

 

(5) A permit to allow an exception to these time limitations may be issued by the chief 

of police or designee if it is found that the exception is warranted by unique and 

overriding circumstance that  is in furtherance of the purpose of this section. Each 

permit shall be for a limited term, and shall be conditioned to require renewal after 

that term.  

 

(e) Enforcement:  

 

(1) After three parking violations, the Recreational vehicle, Trailer, or Oversize vehicle, is 

subject to being towed at the owner’s expense pursuant to California Vehicle Code 

22651(w)(1). 

(2) Any violation of this section shall constitute an infraction, and may be enforced 

pursuant to Chapter 1.16 PGMC. 

 

SECTION 4. The text set forth in existing section 18.36.040 of the Pacific Grove 

Municipal Code entitled, “Motor vehicles on streets and other public property” and shall be 

amended by the addition of all text shown in bold, italic, underscored text (bold, italic, 

underscored text), deletion by strikethrough as follows: 

 

18.36.040 Motor vehicles on streets and other public property. 

 

No house car, or other motor vehicle, shall be or remain parked upon any public street, lane, or 

alley at any time it is occupied as living or sleeping quarters. 

 

No house car, or other motor vehicle, shall be parked or remain upon any public park, waterfront, 

or other public property except as allowed and subject to time limits on established roads or other 

places designated for the parking of automobiles. No house car, whether occupied or vacant, 

shall remain upon any public street, land, or alley for a continuous period longer than 48 

consecutive hours except for trailers attached to operative motor vehicles and self-propelled 
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vehicles which are in operating condition, and as to house cars or other motor vehicles, all 

applicable parking restrictions shall apply. 

 

SECTION 5.  The City Manager is directed to execute all documents and to perform all 

other necessary City acts to implement effect this Ordinance. 

 

SECTION 6. If any provision, section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this 

ordinance, or any part thereof, or the application thereof to any person or circumstance is for any 

reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such decision 

shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance, or any part thereof, or its 

application to other persons or circumstances.  The City Council hereby declares that it would 

have passed and adopted each provision, section, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause or 

phrase thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, paragraphs, subparagraphs, 

sentences, clauses or phrases, or the application thereof to any person or circumstance, be 

declared invalid or unconstitutional. 

 

SECTION 7.  In accord with Article 15 of the City Charter, this ordinance shall become 

effective on the thirtieth (30th) day following passage and adoption hereof.   

 

SECTION 8.  PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

PACIFIC GROVE THIS ____ day of ____________, 2017, by the following vote: 

 

AYES: 

 

NOES: 

 

ABSENT: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

____________________________ 

BILL KAMPE, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_________________________________ 

SANDRA KANDELL, City Clerk 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

_________________________________ 

DAVID C. LAREDO, City Attorney 

Agenda No. 11A, Attachment 1
Page 4 of 4


	AR-Overnight Parking-July 2017 (2).pdf
	EXHIBIT A-Overnight Parking Ordinance-July2017 (1).pdf

